
SAINTS AT THE TABLE


The 1984 movie "Places in the Heart" is powerful to me because of the last scene. Sally Field plays a mother during the depression era who loses her husband. While serving as Sheriff one Sunday afternoon, he is accidentally shot and killed by a black youth who is drunk. The local Klu Klux Klan members then lynch the young man and drag his dead body through the streets. 


To bring in her cotton crop, the woman hires a black man (played by Danny Glover) to manage her crops. He is beaten and run out of town by the same Klan members. 


The movie begins in church on a Sunday there in Waxahachie, Texas, in 1935, as the choir sings, "Blessed Assurance Jesus is Mine.” To frame all of life, the movie ends again in church as the worshipers share the Lord's Supper while the choir sings, "In the Garden.” Through the camera's lens we are able to see more than the normal eye sees at such a church meeting. 


In this vision of real communion, we see the hired black man sit peaceably near the Klu Klux Klan members who had beaten him and run him out of town. There sits the bank president among a band of gypsy musicians.  We see the young black man mysteriously sitting in the pew next to the sheriff he murdered. Not only was this nearly impossible in Texas in the 1930's, but it is humanly impossible to see dead people share communion with those who are alive. It takes the eyes of faith. 


The dead sheriff hands his dead murderer the cup of Jesus Christ and says, "The peace of God." The response comes back, "The peace of God." And the choir sings, "And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other shall ever know."


The film shows the joy for all of God's children as they all eat the same loaf and drink from the same cup. The Lord's Supper is both the symbol of the community created by God and also the power to create such community. Communion is the best symbol of reconciliation, of becoming friends again, of living out the truth that brothers and sisters all are we because each of us is a child of God. 

When we gather around this table, we join with all God's saints, dead and alive, and announce that because of Jesus Christ we have the ministry of reconciliation, of being friends again, with one another. The peace of God!
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