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SIMEON'S SONG

Well, Christmas Day has come and gone. What do you do after labor contractions, birth in a stable, and shepherds’ visits? According to Luke 2:21, Mary and Joseph bring Jesus about five miles from Bethlehem to Jerusalem for his circumcision on the eighth day after his birth. This trip, as all the visits to the temple recounted in chapter 2, reveals the faithfulness of Jesus' parents to their Jewish belief. For all of their private experiences of divinity, Mary and Joseph go to their temple to worship and to thank God for the gift of a child.


About a month after the first visit, the parents again come to the temple in Jerusalem. In keeping with their Jewish faith, they are to offer a sacrifice of a lamb or a pair of turtledoves (which are pigeons). Sounds like the song for The Twelve Days of Christmas: “Two turtle doves.” Because they are poor, they offer two pigeons. This sacrifice is to allow Mary to worship in the temple again.

Mary and Joseph are standing there in the only temple they know and are holding baby Jesus, who is just a little over a month old. Suddenly a man walks up, takes baby Jesus in his arms, and sings a song of praise to God. The man is Simeon. I used to think that Simeon was a priest, and perhaps the high priest, there in the temple in Jerusalem. And some church traditions and other gospel accounts not in our Bible do make him a priest. But he is not a priest or a preacher or a great leader. He is just an old man, and more and more I am coming to understand what it means to be an old man. 

He is not just an old man, however, because, according to Luke, Simeon is righteous and devout and looking forward to the comfort of Israel (2:25).  Simeon is a person who can bless the best of his past, can be open to the surprises of God in the future, and is guided each day by the Spirit of the Lord. No wonder he can sing. No wonder that he can sing praises to God. Note how Simeon’s words are indented in your Bible to indicate this is poetry and not prose. Simeon sings:

"Master, now dismiss your servant in peace according to your word;


For my eyes have seen your salvation, 



Which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,


A light for revelation to the ethnics,


And for glory to your people Israel." (2:29-32)

IT IS ENOUGH

"Master, now dismiss your servant in peace according to your word." Old Simeon is now willing to die. He has seen enough. He has touched the Messiah. He has sung the most important song of his life: It is enough.


Have you heard that phrase this Christmas season: "It is enough!"? How many children Monday morning looked around at all the boxes and paper and toys and games said, "It is enough!"?  Have you said, "It is enough!"? Maybe you said it at the shopping mall, at the table, or at the party. My guess is that we say, "It is enough!,” but seldom as a word of praise and blessing and thanksgiving. It usually comes when our resources are spent -- our time, energy, and emotion, as well as our money, and we scream in exasperation “IT IS ENOUGH!!!”



Luke tells us that a lot of people sing around the birth of Jesus, and the common theme in the songs of John the Baptist, of Zechariah, of Mary, of the angel, and now of Simeon is this: "It is enough. There is enough from God." And they all sing praises to God for the blessings from God. Their song of Advent and Christmas is "There is enough from God."


And yet, a small voice deep inside of us continues to say, "There is not enough.”  Why else did some of the department stores open so early on Tuesday morning? Perhaps it is the voice of the Grinch that stole Christmas: “There is not enough!” It’s so easy to emphasize what we don’t have. 

I hear that voice, and you hear it, too.  It is not the voice of God.  In my better moments, I know that it is a lie, but in my weaker moments I begin to believe the lie.  I begin to act upon the principle that there is not enough for everyone and not enough for me. Mary and Zechariah and John and the angel and Simeon, however, believe that there is enough.  There is enough affirmation, there is enough blessedness, there is enough of God's presence, there is enough joy, for all of us to share.  


Please do not assume that their response of praise is easier for them than for you or me.  It would be so easy for them to begin with the "Why" question--"Why did I receive this gift?"  When we begin to ask "Why?” we begin to look to find our own reasons for deserving the gift or earning the gift. When we ask "Why?" we begin to compare our resources with someone else's.  When we ask "Why?” we turn our eyes off of God and upon ourselves and our own circumstances in our world.


These singers do not ask "Why?" They ask and answer the question, "How?"  "How can I respond to such a God who gifts us so lavishly?"  They begin immediately to praise God and to point to the source of the gift as the one who is generous and who gives because of free, unexplainable choice. 


I am trying this Advent and Christmas to sing with Simeon that I have enough. As our family has celebrated our first Advent/Christmas here in Vienna, I have realized that I am loved and appreciated and blessed by more people than I could ever imagine. And I am loved deeply by enough persons to last for the rest of my life.  Today I can sing with Simeon, "Master, now dismiss your servant in peace according to your word.”

How about you? Now it is time for you to finish the sermon. As we end 2006 and begin 2007, who would like to stand up this morning and testify to what is enough in your life today? Who will state in just a few words how you can sing with Simeon that you are blessed? (Invite responses.)


When we are willing to sing with old Simeon, “It is enough!” then we will find rest in the Lord. 
Rest, the Lord is near, refuse to fear, enjoy the Lord’s love. (from Rest by Phill McHugh and Greg Nelson). 

HYMN 170: How Great Our Joy
BLESSING: Rest, the Lord is near, refuse to fear, enjoy the Lord’s love. 
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