
TO HELP EVERYONE SEE
Ephesians 3:7-12

 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,  and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in  God who created all things. (3:8-9). I am not a great Greek scholar, but occasionally I just can’t stand some translations in our Bible. This verse is one of those translations when I cringe. The NRSV proposes, to make everyone see. I think that is a terrible translation, and I would like to tell you why. 

For the last two weeks we have celebrated the life of Gerald Ford (1913-2006). Bob Hope once said: “I love playing golf with Gerald Ford. He makes me feel like I’m back performing in a war zone.” Well, no matter how Gerald Ford played golf, that is just not true. Bob Hope was a great comedian who made astute and amusing observations about life, but the way Ford played golf had nothing to do with how Bob Hope felt. 


I hear it constantly: “You make me feel happy;” “You make me angry;” “You make me sad;” “When I play golf with you, you make me feel like I’m back performing in a war zone.” This week Carole King sang to Nancy Pelosi, “You make me feel like a natural woman.”


Do you remember one of Jesus’ most repeated commands? Jesus said, “When someone strikes you on the cheek, shout, “That makes me very angry!” No, I think he told us to turn our other cheek. Jesus did not say anything makes us feel anger. Jesus always placed our response back in our own hands.  

My feelings are not your business. My feelings are my business. I am so tired of those who want to blame me for their feelings. I wish I could say, “Those people make me very angry!” but, then, I would be speaking against my own belief. No one makes me angry or sad, happy or confident. I am responsible for my own feelings.


This is my psychological reason for refusing to say, “You make me feel . . . “ but I also believe strongly about this because of theological reasons. Theologically I do not believe I can make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things. I do not believe I can convert you, force you to believe in Jesus, or make you see the mystery of God. Your response to God is your business, not mine. 

As I have studied the teachings of Jesus I have come to see that we are not called to bring in the kingdom of God, build the church, or convert anyone to faith. In regard to the rule of God and the growth of Christ’s church we are to prepare for it, pray for it, seek it, hope for it, look for it, anticipate it, testify about it, and proclaim it. We do not, however build the kingdom of God and we do not bring in the rule of God. That’s Divine work, not our effort. I don’t think even God can make everyone see. If the Lord refuses to coerce and force such insight, who am I to try to make anyone see?

This word translated here “to make everyone see” is the infinitive photisai. Do you hear the word “photo” in photisai? Paul uses the same word in chapter one when he writes,  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.(1:17-19). I believe the Lord reveals, illuminates, enlightens the plan of the mystery of God and then waits as we respond to the Divine efforts. The Lord does not make us see. The Lord waits for our response to Divine efforts. 


Please notice that in 3:9 you have footnote o in your Bible with the possible translation: “to bring to light.”  Today, as we heard in the children’s sermon, is the celebration of the epiphany of Christ to the world. The word “epiphany” means to bring to light, to enlighten, to be manifest, to appear. Everyone saw the bright star in the East, and some responded by bringing gifts to the Christ child. Some went on with their regular duties. The star shines for everyone and enlightens our world, but the response is up to you and to me. 

Well, I guess I have hammered long enough so that you will at least grin whenever you say to me, “You make me feel . . . .”  Please remember that language shapes how we see the world and language reveals what we really believe.

So what are we to help everyone see? What is the plan (the word in the text is “economy”) of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things? What is this great mystery? The economy of the mystery is stated in verse 8: Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ. The main calling of Paul was to help everyone see that through Jesus Christ, Divine Graciousness has opened the boundaries of God’s family. Paul spent his last years proclaiming, There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28).

Paul devoted his life to proclaiming that the high walls and strict boundaries of organized religion are far from the intended plan/economy of Divine Graciousness. On the road to Damascus Paul the Persecutor became Paul the Proclaimer because he “saw the light” and realized the Light was the Jesus he was persecuting. Jesus did not “make Paul see the light.” The light blinded Paul until his new friend Ananias helped him see the Lord Jesus in Paul’s life (Acts 9:1-19). 


Our calling is not to make people feel and not to make everyone see. This grace was given to us to bring to the all persons and nationalities the good news of the boundless riches of Christ (3:8). Your call and my call is to bring to the all persons and nationalities the good news of the boundless riches of Christ (3:8). We don’t make anyone see the good news but we are called to proclaim it as we emphasize the word “boundless riches.” Let’s realize the variety of ways persons can connect with Divine Graciousness and proclaim the good news in ways others are more likely to hear it. 

Lawrence Wood, pastor of Fremont United Methodist Church in Fremont, Michigan, writes in this week’s Christian Century magazine (“Sights and Sounds,” The Christian Century, December 26, 2006, page 18) about the medical doctor who once told him, “I have fought against the idea of a personal God who intervened in human life, so I sought refuge in music. Bach particularly appealed to me because of the mathematical precision of the fugues.” Meanwhile, the doctor’s life was falling apart. His first wife left him and he started drinking too much.

One day as he was driving, he pounded the steering wheel with his open palms and cried out, “God, if you’re really there, you’re going to have to say something! And you know what kind of man I am! No messing around, now—no signs. You’re going to have to talk my language!”


Just then on the radio came, “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring.” The medical doctor sobbed. And just in case he might try to explain away the moment and say that Bach was often played on that nonclassical radio station, the very next song was “The Girl from Ipanema.” 


The doctor told his pastor, “I spent a lot of years running after someone’s love. I didn’t find it in my work, and I didn’t find it in my marriage. It’s a miracle that I even came to church because it sure wasn’t a big part of my life before. The nearest thing to it that I’d experienced before was music, which of course has beauty and rapture—but this new thing is personal. It’s love. I can’t tell you how it finally got through to me, but it did, and it’ll probably stay with me as long as I live.”


Vienna Baptist Church is a progressive and open community of faith and we invite persons to come as they are and to walk with us on a personal pilgrimage with Jesus. We offer a rich variety of Bible studies, retreats and fellowship activities because no one way is adequate for all of us. And one style of worship is not adequate for our diversity as well. We will begin next week offering two worship services at 11:00. We use the labels “traditional” and “contemporary,” but these terms are not adequate and are not exclusive, either. Our traditional service will be contemporary and our contemporary service will be traditional. 

Our goal is to help everyone see what is the economy of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things. Through sermons, testimonies, prayers, anthems, hymns, songs, banners, paintings, sculptures, drama, candles, fellowship, baptism and communion we will provide avenues for each of us to say “Yes” to the personal call of Jesus to walk with him daily. We will pray for God to enlighten us and others.

Some will connect to this Divine Mystery through Beethoven’s Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee and some will connect through Paul Baloche’s “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart. I want to see you. I want to see you.” My prayer is that we will all sing, “Holy, holy, holy.”  
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