HANDING OVER
Luke 13:31-35; 22:14-23


You know, every life needs some must. I once heard an African-American preacher say,  "Every life needs some must." I agree. Jesus has a lot of must in his life. Jesus says in Luke 13:33, "Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem." Every life needs some must. Jesus must go to Jerusalem.

As you probably know, both Luke and Matthew follow Mark's basic outline of the life and ministry of Jesus. Jesus' ministry begins in Galilee where he does many mighty works and where no one can touch him. As we read in Luke 4, after Jesus preached in his hometown synagogue there in Nazareth, his cousins tried to throw him off a cliff, but he slipped right through them. During his early ministry Jesus did many mighty works there in Galilee.


As all three synoptic gospels tell us, however, sometime in this Galilean ministry Jesus senses a call from God to make a journey to Jerusalem. Luke tells us in 9:51 that Jesus "set his face to go to Jerusalem," and for eleven chapters Luke tells us of this journey. Apparently Jesus senses a call--a must--to go to Jerusalem--the center of the religious institution that wields the powerful domination for all of his fellow Jews--and go public with his call for the coming of God's new order. It is a brilliant strategy, for Jesus will so threaten the authorities there in Jerusalem that one of two actions will occur. Either the religious establishment will decide to do away with this Jesus of Nazareth, or they will have a change of heart and accept Jesus, his ministry, and his proclamation of God's new order.


So Jesus must go to Jerusalem. He sets his face. He makes a decision. He accepts God's call for his life. On Palm Sunday Jesus rides into the religious center of his world along with singing and screaming Galileans who accept his preaching and his life. And then Jesus literally turns the tables there in the Temple area to force the leaders to a decision. Then he waits. And waiting is the hardest part of discipleship. Jesus waits by willingly handing himself over. The Greek word for "to hand over" is paradidomi.  It’s a word found throughout the story of Jesus’ last week there in Jerusalem. Jesus hands himself over to them and waits for their response. It is now in their hands whether they will accept him or reject him. 


For most of my life I have been taught that Jesus was sent by God to die on the cross for our sins. That’s the theme of Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion of Christ. I imagine most of us here grew up hearing that basic theology: Jesus was sent by God the Father to die on the cross for our sins. He was destined—fated--to go to Jerusalem and die on the cross.

I don't buy that and I want to tell you why. Yes, Jesus must go to Jerusalem because that city is where the Jewish prophets have suffered before, but Jesus does not go to Jerusalem only to die. He knows that his death is a real possibility, of course, because he says, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!" (13:34a).  


But Jesus does not have to die. Jesus wants Jerusalem to repent, to change their attitudes and actions. More than any other New Testament writer, Luke emphasizes the word "repent." Surprisingly, except for Luke the word "repent" seldom appears in the New Testament. Here Jesus waits for that fox Herod and for the Sanhedrin (the ruling body of the Temple) to repent, to change their attitude about Jesus and Jesus' ministry. Jesus must go to Jerusalem, but he does not have to die.  Jesus offers Jerusalem a choice, hands himself over and waits there for their response. 


Faithfulness to God always involves a willingness to hand ourselves over. One of my favorite phrases from Gordon Cosby of the Church of the Savior is, “Love always creates a situation that depends upon the response of the other. Always.”1 In other words, love always creates a situation where we must wait upon the other. We cannot produce the results if we are loving. We can only create a situation that depends upon the response of the other. The other may or may not respond. The other may accept or reject your love. That's not your business. Your task and my task is to love in a way that creates a situation where we must wait upon the response of the other. That waiting and trusting in God between my loving and the other's responding is the hardest part of love.


Church members come into my office to talk to me. As a pastor friend said to me one time, "Why do all of these people come to me with their problems?" Well, I don't know. You come because you aren't getting anywhere with your son or your daughter, with your husband or your wife, with your sister or your brother, with your mother or your father. You can't make it work with that man in the office or that woman at the club. And you're frustrated.  


I'll save you the trip to my office (although I really do enjoy the one-on-one time with church members and hope you will come by to see me!). Not only do I advise you with these words, but this is my basic philosophy of ministry. This is not some intellectual idea I espouse. This is how I try to live my life. 


This is exactly what I say to myself and I say to you: "You have a lot of control over how you will respond to that person and you have no control over how that person will respond to you." That's both good news and bad news. The bad news is that eventually in life we learn that we do not really have much control over how other persons will act toward us. 


The good news is that we are not powerless; for I have a lot of control over how I will respond to you. And I have a lot of control over creating a situation through love and a lot of control over how I will think and act to your response or your non-response to my love. I have a lot of control how I will think and act during that awful and awesome time of waiting when God has the most power to affect you and me.


You know and I know that we have no control over the responses of others, but you and I know that we do care how others respond. To hand ourselves over, to wait upon the response of the other is, in psychological terms, to practice being a non-anxious presence. We care, we stay present there in Jerusalem with the other and do not run away to our Galilee, but we do not react to the responses--good or bad--from the other. We practice being a non-anxious presence. Love always creates a situation that depends upon the response of the other. Always.


The powers there in Jerusalem do respond to Jesus. Out of their own anxiety they choose not to accept him but to kill him. Jesus is crucified because of his commitment to the truth and because of his unwillingness to let others set his personal agenda. "How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!" Jesus says just a few days earlier (13:34). Jesus has a chicken theology. Jesus lives out a feminine image of a God who acts like a mother hen who wants more than anything else to love and protect her chicks by gathering her brood under her wings. That's what she wants, but she must go to Jerusalem and wait . . . wait for those chicks to respond. Chick by chick they will either accept her love or reject her love. It's out of her hands--er, wings--how each chick will respond. She's faithful to her chicken theology, however, because love always creates a situation that depends upon the response of the other. Always.

HYMN:  191: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!
1 Gordon Cosby, Sermon: The Nature of Christian Leadership, Church of the Savior, Washington, DC, July 3, 1988
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