WHAT ABOUT MY MONEY?

1 Timothy 6:3-10, 17-19

TALKING ABOUT MONEY

Baptists don’t like to talk about money and we don’t like to talk about sex. So, of course, since this is Vienna Baptist Church, we will speak to both issues this month!. I am trained to translate and interpret the Bible. I am qualified to point out the essentials for worship. I have learned how to manage a church staff. I have learned how to provide pastoral care. 

I do not feel very qualified to talk about money, however. In college I did not take one business course except Macroeconomics. I do not manage a stock portfolio. When the Albrittons moved to Vienna we brought from North Carolina not only considerable accents but also considerable debt. (Just ask the Pastor Search Team who requested a credit report before they asked me to be considered as your pastor.)  I don’t feel comfortable talking about money. For many reasons I am not qualified to speak to you today about your money or my money. I do feel qualified, however, to speak today about God’s money. 


You’re probably bracing yourself now for that stewardship sermon which is much like the new IRS form being considered. The form has a question and a command. The question is “How much money did you make this year?” The command is, “Send it to us!” Perhaps you think this is the only message about money in a Baptist church: “Send us your money!”
My intent today is not to ask you to give money to Vienna Baptist Church. I want to talk about the power of money. The one who wrote to Pastor Timothy nineteen hundred years ago evidently knew of the great power of money. In 1 Timothy 6 we hear of persons who want to be rich (6:9). They do not have much financial wealth but desire to have more money.  We also hear those who in the present age are rich (6:17) but want more wealth. Each one of us today fits into one of these two categories. Whether or not we think we have much money, we still want more. Money is still a powerful force in our lives. 

DEVOTING OUR MONEY TO GOD

Well, money is the root of all evil, isn’t it? No. As my Church Training teacher told me when I was a teenager, the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil (6:10). Langdon Gilkey, a former professor of Christian theology at the University of Chicago, writes that "wealth is a dynamic force that can too easily become demonic; for if it does not do great good, it can do great harm." Not just wealth, but all money can either do great good or great harm. 


If you and I recognize the dynamic force that money can play in our lives, we have already made great progress in moving towards God's economy for our money. One way that our family tries to keep money in God's perspective is to give a portion of our income to our local Baptist church. The main reasons we give is because it is one way of worship and because it is a reminder that all that we have and are belong to God. You see, every penny in our accounts belongs to God. By giving this local church a portion we are dedicating it all to God. It is not our money to spend as we want.  100% of it is God's money. God is just allowing us to use it.


Sometimes parables happen right here in worship. I remember Brett Paschell, an eight-year-old boy who attended one of our previous churches. One day I watched the drama as the ushers began to move down the aisle. Brett looked down and saw a shiny dime on the floor. Just as he picked it up and was admiring it, the usher came by with the offering plate and placed it right under Brett's nose. Here was Brett, holding that new dime he had just found on the floor, and the usher assuming that Brett planned to put it in the offering plate. That was not Brett's intent. I witnessed a standoff between boy and usher. Finally the plate moved on down the aisle and Brett held onto his newly-discovered dime. I think that's a pretty good parable about how we feel about giving money---It’s my money and you cannot have it!


The Bible does not always tells us to give away all of our money. The Bible does remind us consistently that the money in our hand is really God’s money. When we see this money as God's money, money can do great good, not great harm. We are told in verse 18 what God can do with the money that is in our hands today: They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.  

SERVING GOD, NOT MONEY

We can also control the power of money when we stop letting money have power over us. Do we serve money or God? That sounds like an easy question to answer, doesn’t it? Richard Foster wrote a book about three aspects of Christian discipleship we don’t want to talk about: money, sex and power. 1 He has helped me see how my choice of words betrays how I sometimes give money power over me. 

Foster writes, "We Christians are given the high calling to use money and possessions and not to serve money.  We use money when we allow God to determine the economic decisions.  We serve money when we allow money to determine our economic decisions. We simply must decide who is going to make our decisions--God or money.” 1

Richard Foster taught me that when I say, “I can’t afford it!” then I am serving money. My money might say to me, "You have enough to buy that," but my God might say to me, "I do not want you to have it."  Now, whom am I to obey?  Most of us allow money to dictate our decisions: what house we buy, what apartment we rent, what car we drive, what vacation we take, what job we hold. Money decides. 

I hear persons say, "I had to take the promotion because they offered me more money. I had no choice." "I changed jobs, because the pay was better." "We had to move to DC, because they gave us a big bonus." If these persons really believe what they are saying, then who made the decision: God or money?


You have already guessed that I am in the profession I am in because God, not money, helped me make the decision. Many of you here today are in your profession because of calling, not because of money. When we allow money to control our decisions about promoting, moving, or changing our work, however, we are giving money too much power. Who makes the decisions in your family—God or money? If we say, “I can’t afford it,” then we are letting money have power over us. 

In verse 10 we hear, The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. The Greek construction of the phrase pierced themselves with many a pang has the idea of embracing a thing that pierces our skin.  The image is of someone hugging a thorn bush. We are pierced with the thorns of money because we have embraced and hugged it even though the more we hug it the more it hurts.  
Whether it is a thorn bush or money, we had better respect the dynamic power of such an intruder in our lives. Money is, after all, a dynamic force that can too easily become demonic; for if it does not do great good, it can do great harm. The writer of 1 Timothy instructs us today to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,  thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. (6:18-19).
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