THE GREAT REFRAMING
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:36-40; Revelation 21:1-6a

PAST: CHRIST HAS COME

Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Meditation: A Room Called “Remember

I invite you to reflect today. One important aspect of learning is that if we don’t reflect on our experience, we don’t learn. In a counseling session, a group discussion or an evaluation of an event, we do not grow unless we reflect upon what has happened in our lives. To reflect is to learn.


Today I offer you two dreams—one from Frederick Buechner and one of my own. The first dream is a call to reflect as the poet (and the singing group the Byrds) offers in the phrase, “For everything [turn, turn, turn] there is a season [turn, turn, turn] and a time for every purpose under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  


Frederick Buechner tells of a dream he had of staying in a hotel room somewhere. 1 In this room he felt happy and at peace because everything seemed the way it should be. Then, in his dream, he wandered off to other places and did other things and finally, after many adventures, ended back at the same hotel again but was given a different room that didn’t have the same good feeling. So he went to the man at the desk and told him his problem. The clerk was very understanding and said, “I know exactly the room and you can have it again anytime you want it. All you have to do is ask for it by its name.” So then, of course, Buechner asked, “What is the name of the room?” The clerk said, “The name of the room is ‘Remember’.”

The name of the room, Buechner reflects, is Remember—“the room where with patience, with charity, with quietness of heart, we remember consciously to remember the life we have lived. . . . So in the room called Remember it is possible to find peace—the peace that comes from looking back and remembering to remember that though most of the time we failed to see it, we were never really alone.”

Buechner writes that “Hope stands up to its knees in the past and keeps its eyes on the future. There has never been a time past when God wasn’t with us as the strength beyond our strength, the wisdom beyond our wisdom . . . .  To remember the past is to see that we are here today by grace, that we have survived as a gift.” 2

We come here today on the last Sunday of 2008 and enter the room called Remember. We reflect on our journey thus far and look in hope for the future. After we read the New Testament texts from Galatians and Luke, I am asking you to offer a brief testimony. The question is this one: “What is the Lord teaching you this Advent/Christmas season?” Please limit your testimony to a sentence or two so we will have time for others to share. On a midnight clear, hope stands up to its knees in the past and keeps its eyes on the future.

Hymn: 153: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (stanzas 1, 3, 4)
PRESENT: CHRIST IS COMING

Scripture Reading: Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:36-40

Meditation: Jesus Grew

In the fullness of time Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in divine and human favor (Luke 2:52). Jesus spent his years observing persons and events and reflecting on them. He grew in wisdom by growing to see the world as God sees it. Jesus learned well the songs of revolution at the knee of his mother Mary and from the prophets recorded in his Bible. He studied the Torah of the Lord and wanted the whole world to follow God’s direction for Divine rule. Jesus grew up in grace with God and with other persons.  Clarence Jordan translates this: "God liked him, and people did, too." 

How are you growing this Advent season? Let’s rest for a while in this room called Remember. Please give a brief testimony of one or two sentences in answer to the question, “What is the Lord teaching you this Advent/Christmas season?”

Testimonies:


Hymn: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
FUTURE: CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN

Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a

Meditation: The Great Reframing

A few weeks ago I had a strange dream in which I was taking the Gardner family—James, Diane and Peter—to a parking lot. I think it was at an airport, but there were also cars with stickers on them as if they were being sold. Dreams are strange, aren’t they? We were talking about someone picking them up on Saturday and Peter said, “Pastor Albritton can’t do that. The last Saturday of every year he goes on retreat for the Great Reframing.”

I immediately woke up and wrote down the phrase, but I realized I didn’t know what Peter meant by the phrase, “The Great Reframing.” I saw him the next Tuesday, told him my dream and asked, “Peter, what did you mean in my dream about The Great Reframing?” He paused as if he didn’t know what I was talking about. Imagine that!! What did Peter mean when he said that at the end of the year we need to stop and reflect and practice The Great Reframing?

I have here my 30th wedding anniversary gift from Becky. She asked Elaine Boomer to paint a picture of the view from the backyard of my parents’ home in Lake Wales, Florida. This view of Lake Wailes is what I saw while growing up in that house. Artists will tell us that the type of frame you place around a picture greatly affects how it is seen. Notice what happens when I place different frames around this picture. The picture is the same in all frames, but how we perceive the painting will be shaped by the frame.

Isn’t that what our faith journey is about? These biblical texts today from Ecclesiastes, Galatians, Luke and Revelation are taking the experiences that thousands have and reframing them in light of living in a world where our God is active and cares about us. The Bible is a collection of literary works from persons who provide frames to view the events of their lives and, thus, of our lives as well. I believe the most helpful part about the Bible is that it gives us a different frame from those given us by news writers, television and radio commentators, economists, government leaders, philosophers, educators, and others. 


For example, one frame for what happened for most of us this past Thursday is to say, “Christmas is the time of year when we sit in front of a dead tree in the living room and eat nuts and sweets out of our socks.” In the reframing of faith, however, we can say, “The message of Christmas is that the visible material world is connected to the invisible spiritual world.”  


Or, when John tells us about his vision on the island of Patmos, he reframes the vision for Christians when he says, Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. (21:1). Take a few moments during the Discipline of Reflection and think about how your faith in God will help you reframe the upcoming year 2009. 
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