
SINGING AROUND THE THRONE

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 95:1-7a;

Luke 23:33-43 Colossians 1:15-20

CHRIST THE KING, THE SHEPHERD

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today we worship as the church in heaven worships. In Revelation 4:8 we read that the four living creatures—a lion, an ox, a human and an eagle (who represent all of creation)--gather around the throne of God: Day and night without ceasing they sing, Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come. Today we, like those in the heavenly worship service, gather around the throne of God and sing. 

Our first text is from Jeremiah: “I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,” says the LORD  (23:4). Jeremiah lived in 587 BCE, but he could have lived in 2007. Government officials were more concerned about staying in office than in taking care of the people. During his forty-year ministry, Jeremiah watched five kings come and go: Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiakin, and Zedekiah. The Babylonian army was marching toward Jerusalem to destroy it because Zedekiah, the king of Jerusalem, was no leader and had no vision. Jeremiah spent his lifetime criticizing the rulers who were slowly selling out his country and his people. No wonder Jeremiah had so little regard for the monarchs under whom Judah had suffered. 


Kings are to be leaders. President, senators, congressmen and congresswomen are to be leaders. We, the American people are suffering because of the partisanship and political posturing right here in Virginia and in Washington. Is there a better way to lead people? Jeremiah says that the ruler is to be a shepherd who is concerned for the sheep--the people. In the best tradition of Jewish kings, Jesus came, not as an iron-fisted dictator, but as a shepherd. Jesus is the good shepherd whose death is interpreted as a complete sacrifice of the shepherd for the sake of the sheep. John 10:11 quotes Jesus: "The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." Like King David, Jesus is a shepherd king. Please remain seated as we sing hymn 558: Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us.
Hymn No. 558: Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us
CHRIST THE KING OF KINGS
Psalm 95:1-7a

We invite the children to come forward for Children’s Time. As they come please fill out the Friendship Register in the pew.

 Psalm 95 is the first of the "Songs of Ascent”--Psalms 95-100. They were first sung by Hebrew pilgrims—men, women, boys and girls--as they completed their journey from their home to Jerusalem. The last part of the journey is to climb the hills into Jerusalem. This Psalm was written to be chanted by an excited procession of worshipers as they approached and entered the temple. The best current comparison is the "cadence count" rhymes used in marching by the military. They promote unison, morale and a sense of belonging to a community.  


How do we approach worship of our Lord and King? This Psalm calls us to worship our King with thanksgiving, singing, making noise, bowing down, and kneeling. There was no singing in the Tabernacle during Moses’ time. The chanting along the road to the Temple had become so meaningful and important, however, that the people began to include music into the Sabbath worship experience itself. 


Verse 3 tells us that we come to worship "For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods." We, too, worship a great God, a great King, by singing as we march toward Jerusalem. Zion, as you may know, is another word for one of the hills of Jerusalem. Children and adults are invited to march with me around the sanctuary as we sing in worship to the king of kings. Please stand as you are able and sing We’re Marching to Zion.
*Hymn 707 Marching to Zion (March with children)

CHRIST THE KING, THE SAVIOR
Luke 23:33-43
 Dramatic Reading: Jesus the Savior
*Hymn No. 234 Crown Him With Many Crowns
CHRIST THE KING, THE LORD OF CREATION
Colossians 1:15-20


Paul writes the letter to the Church in Colossae because some do not believe that Christ is King of Kings. Some think that Christ is just another angel or power. In these verses Paul states that Christ is the supreme King of all the created universe and that Christ is the King of the church. 


Unlike most dates in the church year, Christ the King Sunday commemorates an idea rather than an event in the life of Jesus, and the celebration is a latecomer to the church’s year.  Pope Pius XI decreed Christ the King Sunday in 1925. While the church had always celebrated images of Christ as King, the church needed it in 1925. On the first celebration of Christ the King, Mussolini had been head of Italy for three years, a rabble rouser named Hitler had been out of jail for a year, his Nazi party was growing in popularity, and the world was in a Great Depression. In such a time, Pius XI asserted that, nevertheless, Christ is “King of the universe.” This Sunday became the church’s great nevertheless to the godlessness of the modern world. Despite the rising dictators, despite the widespread modern notion that religion was now a “private affair,” Christ the King Sunday asserted that nevertheless Jesus Christ is Lord and he shall reign for ever and ever.


How does Paul teach such complicated theology? He quotes a hymn used in the church's worship. Most Bible scholars consider Colossians 1:15-20 to be a hymn of the early church. To teach good theology, Paul draws from the regular worship experience of the singing church because he knows, as we know, that our songs shape our faith more than does our reading of the Bible. Here is an early Christian hymn as the standard for our hymns today--Christ is King of the church and is also King of creation. Let's sing a hymn to declare where Jesus reigns. At this point in the service we will sing only the first two verses. 
*Hymn No. 95 Jesus Shall Reign Wherever the Sun (verses 1-2)
*Hymn: No. 95 Jesus Shall Reign Wherever the Sun (verses 3-5)
Blessing 
Leader:
Our God reigns.

All:
Our God reigns.

Leader:
Our God believes in us.

All:
Our God believes in us.
Leader:
Our God loves us.

All:
Our God loves us.
Leader:
Our God sends us.

All:
Our God sends us.

Leader:
Our God blesses this world through us.

All:
Our God blesses this world through us.

Leader:
Our God reigns. Amen.
All:
Our God reigns. Amen.
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