
TWO ADVENT PRAYERS

Romans 15:4-13

Isaiah 11:1-10

A PRAYER FOR PEACE


Your church has a gift for you this season. The gift is a prayer. For those of us who have been recipients of prayers throughout the year, we know what it means for someone to say, "Our church prayed for you this week." Prayers are an important Advent gift for us this season. The Apostle Paul knew the power of prayer and offers two prayers to the Christians in Rome and to us. These prayers are Paul’s gift to us this year. 

The first prayer is in Romans 15:5-6 from Eugene Peterson's translation, The Message: May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we'll be a choir--not our voices only, but our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus!"

What does Paul say to a church where members in business meetings are at odds with one another over how to organize the church and how to live the Christian life and how to reach out to their community? For Paul Christian unity is not really something we achieve. He does not look to the ability of Christians to get along with one another but reminds them that Jesus gets along with us: May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Unity in the church, like Christmas itself, is a gift from God, not something we can achieve on our own. Paul commands them and us to Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God (v. 7).

Such a church resembles a choir. A choir sings in harmony (everyone has a part to sing and not everyone has to sing the same notes) but we all sing a hymn about God--not just about ourselves and not just about our experience of God. Unity in a church--even in Vienna Baptist Church--comes when we stop focusing on ourselves and on how great we are. Perhaps I told you of the guy who said on the first date, “Well, I’ve talked enough about me. Why don’t you talk about me for a while?” In Advent and Christmas our decorations, our anthems, our budget, our church sessions, our lives, and our prayers focus not on how good we are but on how faithful God is. 


 Here is an Advent prayer for you this year: May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we'll be a choir--not our voices only, but our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus!
A PRAYER FOR HOPE

The church there in Rome and the church here in Vienna each is God's gracious Christmas gift to us, not a result of our own giving, our doing, our keeping up with tradition, or our creating special worship services. Rather, the scriptures nurture us, and God encourages us, and Christ unites us.  So here in verse 13 is a second prayer for you this Advent: Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope!

The God of green hope. In Romans 15:12 Paul remembers the words of Isaiah the prophet: A shoot shall come out from the stump [stock] of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). We look at a tree stump and see what used to be, what is not now. Perhaps you used to play in that tree when you were a child and now it is gone. We cannot change the past and we mourn the tree that is no more. 


“May the God of green hope fill you up . . .” Paul says. Listen, friends. We have a choice. We can sit here in despair this season and try to recreate the past that we remember and love. We can choose to spend our time memorializing and decorating the stump of the past--what was, what might have been, what never will be.


Three years ago our family traveled to Central Florida for our first Thanksgiving there in twenty-one years. While there Becky, Neil, Anne and I helped my parents clear out in their orange grove broken limbs from Navel orange trees. In 2004 the three hurricanes blew over Lake Wales and we wondered why Central Florida was the focus for all three. At every branch that had been damaged, we saw new shoots about six inches long springing out. Each was a small sprig of hope for the future. I noticed that.


Paul and Isaiah are offering us a prayer and a picture of the wind/breath of the God of green hope that blows over the stump and calls out a green shoot, a new possibility for life out of the dead past. You and I don’t direct the wind and we don’t cause the shoot to grow. The Divine Gardener calls us this Advent season to look for the sprig of green hope as the Divine wind breathes over the stumps of our lives. We pray that the God of green hope will fill us up with hope, peace, joy and love this Advent. 


In today’s worship guide is a bookmark to use this Advent season. It has two Advent prayers for you. Let’s read these prayers together: 

May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we'll be a choir--not our voices only, bur our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus!


Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope! Amen. 
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