
IS THAT IT?

Matthew 11:2-6
Isaiah 35:1-10


John the Baptist is sitting in prison there in Tiberias in the palace of Herod Antipas and sends his disciples to see what the proclaimed Messiah is doing. 


“The blind receive their sight!” Jesus says. 

“But I’m still in prison!” John must have thought. 


“The lame walk!” 

“But I’m still in prison!” John says.


“The lepers are cleansed!”

“Guess where I am?!” 


“The deaf hear!” 

“I’m still in here!” 


“The dead are raised!” 

“Hellooo!” 


“And the poor have good news brought to them!”

 “Jesus, uhm, I’m still in prison!”


No wonder John the Baptist sends his disciples to ask Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” In other words, “Is that it?” You’ve probably heard the same question or asked it yourself. The family is surrounded by mounds of wrapping paper on Christmas morning, toys and clothes are spread out all over the floor, and one child asks, “Is that it? Is that all the presents? Is that it?”


Jesus is clear in his answer to doubting John: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who is not scandalized by me.” (11:4-6)

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” John asks Jesus. And Jesus answers by quoting the Bible, specifically the prophet Isaiah, chapters 35:5-6, which is one of our texts for today: blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears unstopped, lame leaping like deer.


Jesus also quotes from Isaiah 29:18 in regard to the deaf and the blind and the poor. Notice, however, what Jesus does not quote from Isaiah 29:20-21: “For the tyrant shall be no more . . . those who . . . without grounds deny justice to the one in the right.”  Jesus leaves that one out for John’s disciples. 


One of Jesus’ favorite passages from Isaiah was from chapter 61, but he didn’t quote this for John either. Isaiah 61:1 predicts that the savior will “proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners.” Jesus does not tell John that. 


Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another? You’re not going to save us from prison or from this tyrant or from this loss or from this illness, are you, Jesus? Is that it? 



And Jesus answers us as he answered John: some blind receive their sight, but not all. Some lame children can walk again, but not all. Some with skin diseases and cancer are healed, but not all. Some hearing aids work, but not all. Some on their death beds come back to us, but not all. Some hungry for God in their lives really hear the good news of Christmas, but not all. But that’s enough for now.


“Yes!” says Jesus. “That’s about it because Christmas is not about the Jesus we want. Christmas is about the Jesus we need. 

We are looking for a warrior king and we receive a baby.  This baby threatens hell. In A Ceremony of Carols, Benjamin Britten declares in one carol that This Little Babe may not appear to be what we want but is, in fact,  what we need because,
This little babe so few days old, is come to rifle Satan’s fold;

All hell doth at his presence quake, though he himself for cold do shake;

For in this weak unarmed wise the gates of hell he will surprise.

And then in another carol, In Freezing Winter Night: Benjamin Britten calls us to 

behold a silly tender baby in freezing winter night,
 in manger trembling lies alas, a piteous sight.
However, the carol declares, 

This stable is a Prince’s court, this crib his chair of State,

The beasts are parcel of his pomp, the wooden dish his plate.


“Is that it?” John the Baptizer asks.


“Yes! That’s it!” is the answer. 


Now listen to the choir as we declare that this baby Jesus is indeed, the Prince from heaven.
HYMN: Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
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