A WHOLE LOTTA SHAKIN’ GOING ON

Matthew 28:1-10

Matthew says that on Resurrection Sunday, “There’s a whole lot of shakin’ going on.”  “Hmm,” you think, “That sounds like an old song.” And you are correct. I stand here today and boldly quote Jerry Lee Lewis: “There’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on.”  Yes, I know I said, “Shakin’.” I guess since we’ve been listening to John Ed Matheson’s presentation on DVD, I am starting to drop some “g’s” in my speech as well.
Matthew tells us that two the Marys go early on Sunday morning to see the tomb and “There’s a whole lot of shakin’ going on.” And suddenly there was a great earthquake (28:2). Matthew is the only gospel writer to tell us about the earth shaking on Resurrection Day.  Of course, Matthew is the only one to tell us that three days earlier at the moment Jesus died the earth shook and the rocks were split (27:51). When Jesus is killed and when Jesus is raised there’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on. 
Have you ever experienced an earthquake? I have only witnessed a tremor. I was sitting in our living room in Columbus, Ohio, on a Sunday afternoon. Suddenly the concrete floor began to tremble and the Hummel figurines on the shelf began to rattle and move. Where do you go in an earthquake? Wasn’t it Martha and the Vandellas who sang, “Nowhere to run, nowhere to hide”? Just that small shaking was frightening to me. When Jesus dies and when Jesus is raised the earth shakes. 
Even stranger events are about to occur, however. Suddenly an angel appears, rolls back the stone and sits on it. I can just imagine the angel dangling his legs over the stone, folding his arms and smiling triumphantly. Matthew tells us that the angel’s appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow (28:3).
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men (28:4). As I said, there’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on in this story. The guards shake in their boots and fall down like dead men. These fearful guards were placed in the cemetery out of fear. Fear, like shaking, is a major aspect of this story. 


We read in the last chapter that the chief priests and the Pharisees go to Pilate on Saturday and tell him they fear that the disciples will steal the body of Jesus and then will proclaim that he has been raised from the dead. Pilate says to them, “Take a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you know how.” So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone (27:65-66). Do armed guards, metal detectors, terrorist alert indicator colors free us from fear? 

The guards are placed there out of fear by the religious and political leaders of Jerusalem, but they become afraid at the sight of one of the Almighty’s guards—a messenger from God. They shake and fall down unconscious. The word for “earthquake” is seismos, from which we have our word seismograph—a device which measures the shaking of earthquakes. In verse 4 we hear that the guards shake, the word translated “shook” (eseisthesan) is built on the same verb (seio) as is the word “earthquake.“ Because the earth shakes and an angel appears, the strong guards become fearful, shake, and appear to be dead. You know, there’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on. 


As far as we can tell by the story, the two Marys do not shake like the ground or the guards. They stand there before the dazzling angel who says, “Do not be afraid.” Well, the English translation does not say all of it. In the Greek text the angel is emphatic: “You, do not be afraid!” We can just imagine the angel looking over at the unconscious guards on the ground and then looking at the two Marys, pointing his finger at them, and saying, “You, do not be afraid!”
And how does the angel help them not be afraid? He gives them something to do. “You, do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he a lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” (28:5-7)..

And here Matthew tells us, as he has throughout his whole gospel account, what we are expected to do once we hear the voice of God. We are to obey the call: So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. (28:8). When they followed their calling they ran with fear and great joy. Hmm, sounds like how someone else responded to news about Jesus. Matthew tells us way back in chapter two how the magi responded to Jesus: When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him (2:11).


As the two friends of Jesus obey the angel’s command, they meet Jesus and, like the magi, worship him:  Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him  (28:9). When do the women see Jesus? At the tomb? No. They meet Jesus when they are faithful to their calling. Would they have met Jesus if they had stayed at the tomb? I don’t know. They did meet Jesus “on the way” as the New Testament often puts it. I have come to understand that we rarely find Jesus; for it’s usually Jesus who finds us. We and the women do not find Jesus in an empty tomb or in a church. Jesus finds us as we say “Yes” to God’s call for our lives. 

Well, when Jesus finds them he says more than “Greetings!” which sounds like “Hi there!” He says, “Rejoice (chairete)!” Here they are running with fear and great joy and Jesus greets them with more joy! 

Then Jesus says to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me” (28:10). Jesus repeats the words of the angel except for one major difference. Do you see the difference between verse 10 and verse 7? The angel calls the eleven “disciples” but Jesus calls them “brothers.” 

We have not heard from the disciples since they all deserted him and fled (26:56). Well, we did hear from Peter, who denied him, and Judas, who betrayed him and then killed himself. I wonder if the eleven disciples on Resurrection Day were, like the guards in the cemetery, shaking in their boots and paralyzed with fear. We don’t find Jesus; Jesus finds us.


Jesus, like the angel, sends the two women to tell his brothers that he is alive and that he has something for them to do. They are also called to go to Galilee to see him. When they arrive there will he scold them for their unbelief and unfaithfulness? Judging by Jesus’ name for them—“brothers”—the risen Christ appears to be offering the hand of forgiveness to his family of followers. And he still does today. 
If your life is like mine these days, you can feel the ground shaking under your feet. There’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on in my life and your life. Here on Resurrection Day, we, like the two Marys and those temple guards, have felt the shaking under our feet and have seen God’s messenger sitting on the stone. We can respond as did the cemetery guards by shaking in our boots and being paralyzed with fear. 
Or we can respond as did the two women. We can obey the voice of the angel and the voice of Jesus: “You, do not be afraid . . . Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples/brothers, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’”

How do we move from shaking in our fear to living confidently into the future? The Easter story tells us that when we are obedient to the command of Jesus and go where he sends us, we will walk this pilgrim journey with deep reverence and great joy. When the ground shakes beneath us, no, we will not shake in our boots. No, we will not just walk. When Jesus is raised from dead, we want to dance. And that’s what Jerry Lee Lewis was really singing about: shaking and dancing for joy.  “We ain’t fakin’; there’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on” on Resurrection Day. 
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BlessING (Seasons of Spirit)
We believe beyond all death, there is the eternity of life,

and we shall live it.

Beyond darkness, there is a gathering of the light,

and we shall see it.

Beyond the cross, there is the dance called resurrection,

and we shall dance it.
