
FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS

Esther 4:10-17


I want to tell you the story from our Bible. Once upon a time, long ago (about 500 years before Jesus was born), in the country of Persia (which today we call Iran) lived King Ahasuerus. The king, who is also called Xerxes, gave a banquet for all of his officials. Everyone who was anyone important was there. The party lasted 180 days (five months)! Then he gave a party for everyone else--great and small--a banquet that lasted for seven days. When King Xerxes asked Queen Vashti to come to his party so that he could show all of his friends how beautiful she was, the Queen said, “No.” The king was angry!

King Xerxes asked his lawyers for a legal opinion and they said, “Not only has Queen Vashti done wrong to the king, but also to all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen will be made known to all women, causing them to look with contempt on their husbands, since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’”  (1:16-17).


So the King made a law that Queen Vashti could never again come before the King and that he would give her royal position to another who was better than she. And the law also said that every man should be master in his own house” (master of his own domain) (1:22). Remember the law made about the Queen forbidden from coming before the King, because this is an important detail in our story. 


Well, the King did not have a queen, so he went on a search for another. He had a contest much like the Miss America pageant to find the most beautiful young woman to be the new queen. And now we meet Esther. Esther’s parents died and she was adopted by her cousin and raised by him as if she were his own daughter. The Bible says that she was fair and beautiful (2:7). Well, the King loved Esther more than all the other beauty contestants and so he set the royal crown of Queen Vashti on Esther’s head, made her queen, gave a great party-”Esther’s banquet” he called it--and proclaimed a holiday in her honor. [Give crowns to children.]

Esther was not a Persian, however. Her family had once lived in Jerusalem, but during the Great War they were taken to Babylon and then to Persia. Esther was Jewish in a country that did not like Jews. The King did not know that his Queen was Jewish. Remember this detail, because it is very important.


We know of King Xerxes and Queen Esther. Now I want to introduce you to two other characters in our story. One is Mordecai. Every time I say his name, I want you to shout “Yeah!” Mordecai [Yeah!] is Esther’s cousin--the one who adopted her and raised her. Mordecai [Yeah!] is also Jewish.

The other character is Haman. Every time I say his name, I want you to shake this noisemaker. [Give out noisemakers.] Now Haman [noise] was second in command to the King and when he walked by on the street, everyone in the kingdom bowed down except Mordecai [Yeah!]. When Haman [noise] saw this, he was angry, and when he learned that Mordecai [Yeah!] was a Jew, he plotted to destroy all the Jews in the whole kingdom.


Haman [noise] came before King Xerxes and said, “There is a certain people scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them.  If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction” (3:8-9). The King agreed and sealed the law with wax and used his ring to show that it was a royal decree, and the word went out throughout the provinces in several languages that on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month of the year (which is usually February or March in our calendar), giving orders to steal their possessions and destroy, kill and annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children on that day. 


When Mordecai [Yeah!] heard of this, however, he cried and sent a message to the palace to Queen Esther to do something to help her people. Do you know what she wrote back to him? Here is a doll Pastor Ben brought back from California this summer. Listen to what Queen Esther says: “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death.”(4:11).

Do you remember what happened to Queen Vashti when she did not obey the King? Now Esther knew that if she went in to see the King (“the Master of his own domain”) uninvited, he could have her killed. But Mordecai [Yeah!] sent her this message: “Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this” (4:14). 

Queen Esther asked that the Jewish people fast and pray for her for three days. She said, “After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I die, I die.” (4:16).

On the third day Queen Esther put on her royal robes and stood at the door of the royal throne room. When King Xerxes saw her standing at the door, he held out the golden scepter in his hand and invited her in.


“What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Do you wish to have half my kingdom?”


“I wish to invite you both—the King and Haman [noise] to a dinner. Please come.”


Both men attended the dinner with Queen Esther.


“What is it you want, Queen Esther? Half my kingdom?” the King asked.


“If it please the King, I would like for both of you to come to another dinner tomorrow evening.” 


Haman [noise] left the palace that day feeling great and on top of the world. When he passed the king’s gate, however, there was Mordecai [Yeah!], who did not bow before the man who was vice-king of the empire. Haman [noise] was angry, but restrained himself and went on home. He saw his wife and friends and told them of his money, his children, his promotions and his power. “Even Queen Esther let no one but myself come with the king to the banquet that she prepared. Tomorrow also I am invited by her, together with the king” (5:12). He was still galled, however, by “that Jew Mordecai [Yeah!].” 


So his wife and friends suggested that Haman [noise] build a gallows 75 feet high and ask the king if he can hang that Jew Mordecai [Yeah!] tomorrow morning. This idea pleased him and he had the hanging place built.


That night, however, the King could not sleep. Perhaps he ate too much at the banquet and had indigestion. King Xerxes rose up out of bed and asked that someone read to him from the history books. (Notice that a King does not have to read by himself in the middle of the night but, instead, wakes up a servant to read for him! It’s great to be king and master of your own domain!) In the recent history books was a story about the time Mordecai [Yeah!]  heard about the plans to assassinate King Xerxes and told the King’s servants; thus saving the King’s life.


“What award did anyone bestow on Mordecai [Yeah!] for this?" the King asked later than morning. “Nothing!” the servants said. Just then Haman [noise] was at the King’s door and ready to speak about hanging Mordecai [Yeah!]  that day. 


“What shall be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor?” the king asked.


Haman [noise] thought to himself, “The King wishes to give me yet another honor!”, so he told the king what Haman [noise] wanted for himself. “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and a horse that the king has ridden, with a royal crown on its head. Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials; let him robe the man whom the king wishes to honor, and let him conduct the man on horseback through the open square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor.’ ”  (6:7-9).

And the King said, “That’s a fine idea. Now go and you take the robes and horse and do so to the Jew Mordecai [Yeah! . Leave out nothing that you have suggested.” And Haman [noise] himself gave the robe and horse and crown to the Jew and he himself led Mordecai [Yeah!]  around the public square. Do you think he liked doing that? No!


Haman [noise] went home very upset, and then the King’s servants came and said, “It’s time for the dinner with Queen Esther!”


“What do you want, Queen Esther? Do you want half of my kingdom?” the King asked again. 


Queen Esther said [listen to the Esther doll], “If it pleases the King, let my life be given me and lives of my people the Jews; for we have been sold to be destroyed and killed and annihilated.” (7:4)


“Who is he and where is he who has presumed to do this?” the King shouted. 


“This wicked Haman [noise]!”


The King was so angry that he went out to the palace garden to cool off. While he was gone, Haman [noise] stayed to beg for his life from the Queen and threw himself on the couch where Esther was reclining for dinner. When the King came back inside and saw this wicked man on the couch with his wife, the King’s anger increased. He saw the noose outside the royal window and shouted, “Hang him on that!” and they hanged Haman [noise] on the gallows that he had built to kill Mordecai [Yeah!]. 


Then the King sent out a letter to all the peoples of the land ordering that no one harm the Jews--Esther’s people. And the King placed Mordecai [Yeah!] in a high position in the kingdom. He wore royal robes of blue and white with a golden crown and clothes of fine linen and purple. 


The Jews were saved from death because Queen Esther was brave. She knew that someone needed to stand up when evil persons schemed to harm people of faith, and she knew that she was called to speak up “for such a time as this.”


If you know someone with a different faith, don’t be afraid of them but learn from them and speak up for their freedom to worship. We hope that when you see someone mistreated at school, or someone new comes to your school or church and needs a friend right a way, or you see someone else cheat or steal, or you know that someone else is not being treated justly or fairly, that you remember Esther and you will stand up and speak up. Why? 

Martin Niemoller, a pastor in Germany during World War II, said this: 

"In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. . . . 
Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up."

“Who knows? Perhaps we have come to royal dignity for such a time as this!” (4:14).
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