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Children’s Sunday
BLESSING THE CHILDREN


Whose side are we on, anyway? The disciples are keeping the children from coming to Jesus. Perhaps they are physically moving the children away from the inner circle. Perhaps the disciples are crowded around Jesus as if they are playing “Red Rover” such that no child can break through the wall of people. 


From the text we read that the disciples speak sternly to the children. What did they say so sternly? “Get away from here, for you are too small, too insignificant!” “Jesus does not have time for you. Jesus is speaking to these adults who need him more!” “Who do you think you are, anyway?”

When Jesus sees what is going on with his disciples, what is his response? He is indignant. Mark, and only Mark, tells us that Jesus is angry when the disciples (which now means the church) keep people from Jesus. We believe Matthew and Luke had a copy of Mark’s story about Jesus, and we see that Matthew and Luke neglect to tell us that Jesus is angry.


Mark, however, does tell us that Jesus is angry! Sometimes the Bible challenges my theology. It does here. I don’t know what to do with a Jesus who becomes angry when I exclude others from Jesus’ circle. Does Jesus care when I draw a circle of love and concern smaller than Jesus draws? This text says he does care and he becomes angry.


Jesus hears the disciples speak sternly to the children and their parents, so he speaks sternly to the disciples: “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them.” Then Jesus wraps his loving arms around those children, touches them, and blesses them.


What did Jesus say as a blessing to these children? I think birthday celebrations are one of the main times when we speak blessings to someone. Today we are celebrating the 40th birthday of the Vienna Baptist Children’s Center. In VBCC chapels we celebrate those who are having a birthday that week. In another church we used to celebrate the children’s birthdays with this song:


On the day that Matthew was born, on the day that Matthew was born,


On the day that Matthew were born, the angels sang and they blew on their horns,


And they danced, they danced, they smiled and raised up their hands.


On the day, on the day that Matthew was born. 


I wonder if Jesus sang something like that to the children that day. Perhaps Jesus reminded them that the stars, the angels, and Jesus himself shouted for joy at their birth because of their sheer existence. Perhaps Jesus blessed the children by reminding them that they are special for who they are, not for what they do. Perhaps Jesus blessed them by saying he has time for such as these. Perhaps Jesus blessed them by affirming the only power they have: to receive Jesus with open arms.

Why do we adults stop blessing children? We stop blessing children when we teach them that they have worth only for what they can do or whom they can please. We stop blessing children when we form a circle of exclusion around Jesus and say to others who want to be a part of Jesus’ circle: “Get away from here, for you are too small, too insignificant!” “Jesus does not have time for you. Jesus is speaking to those who need him more!” “Who do you think you are, anyway?”  “Who do you think you are, anyway?”

Jesus blesses the children when he says, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the realm of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the realm of God as a little child will never enter it.” (10:14-15)
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What is the realm of God? I think the kingdom of God is simply God’s house. We often think that disciples are supposed to build God’s house, or improve God’s house, or bring in God’s house. Here Jesus tells us that God’s house is open to those who receive it as a child. 


Jesus’ approach to ministry and to the nature of God’s house can be illustrated with vocational models. Jesus grew up in the home of whom? (Joseph) What type of work did Joseph do? (He was a carpenter.) Jesus could have modeled his ministry after a carpenter.  Now I am about as good a carpenter as I am a gardener; and I am not a very good gardener. But I understand that when a carpenter is building a home, he or she finds a board that is the approximate length and saws off the end of the board. Carpenters, you see, use physical force to mold a home into the right plan and to make all the pieces fit. (Display hammer and saw.) Saws and hammers are two of the carpenter’s tools. 

Imagine if Jesus had chosen the carpenter as a model for the builder of the house of God. When Jesus met children that wished to be in the God’s house, he would pull out a saw, measure twice, and cut once until the children “fit” into the kingdom/rule of God. I am glad that Jesus did not choose to build God’s house as a carpenter would build it. Jesus never practiced Mark 9:43-47: “If your hand or foot or eye causes you to sin, cut if off or tear it out.” 

I am not saying, of course, that carpenters or manual arts teachers don’t make good disciples of Jesus. I am trying to emphasize that Jesus the carpenter from Nazareth chose another profession upon which to model his ministry, and we find it here in Mark 10:13-16. Jesus chose to pattern his ministry as a preschool teacher.  A preschool has certain guidelines and standards, but the teacher chooses to change lives by accepting persons for who they are and by molding persons through the influence of love. Physical punishment is not the best way to grow children in a preschool or in a home. 


Jesus chose to model God’s house after a preschool.  He invites us into God’s house, and we can choose whether or not we will receive the gift of Divine Rule. Jesus promises to accept us as we are and to love us enough for us to grow to become all that we can possibly be with God’s help. We are persuaded by love, not by force, when Jesus the preschool teacher is at work.


The Gospel writers tell us that Jesus told lots of stories, as any good preschool teacher does. Jesus the teacher tells stories in such a way that when we enter into the world of the story, we will never again see the world as we once did. Jesus the teacher confronts us gently but firmly when we hit or scream or take or act selfishly in some way. And Jesus the teacher affirms us children when we get it right. Jesus takes us up in his arms, lays his hands on us, and blesses us (10:16).

Notice that in Mark 10 the disciples are acting like carpenters; for they are measuring the height of those approaching Jesus and physically shoving them out of the way. Later, in chapter 14, the soldiers use physical strength and weapons to arrest Jesus in the garden, and one disciple again acts like a carpenter and pulls out his sword to cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave (14:47). Then the Roman soldiers use wood, hammer and nails to crucify the carpenter from Nazareth! That’s the carpentry mentality. In our world the carpenters are the ones who appear to be building the houses and the kingdoms of power.

 Jesus chose a different model for living in God’s house, however. Every month here at Vienna Baptist Church, Jesus, the preschool teacher, invites us to pause just a few minutes to eat a small piece of bread and drink a thimble-sized cup of juice. Why, that isn’t a meal! The plates and cups and servings are so small! This is not a meal. It’s a tea-party! Jesus invites us to step away from our kingdom building for a while and to become children again--to join him for a tea party. And the angels sang, blew on their horns and they danced. They dance today! Happy Birthday to Vienna Baptist Children’s Center. Happy birthday to each of us today! You are special in the eyes of Jesus, you are embraced by Divine Graciousness, and you are safe in the arms of Vienna Baptist Church. 
Time of Reflection

During the time of reflection, imagine Jesus the preschool teacher holding you in his arms, placing his hands upon you and blessing you. Listen for the words of blessing Jesus the preschool teacher is offering you this morning. 
HYMN: 190: Tell Me the Stories of Jesus
Page 


